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Exhibitors Rethink Wildlife Shows
A Bengal tiger's attack on a kindergartner last year has raised safety questions. The U.S.
Humane Society opposes such displays.
January 06, 2003 | Sally Ann Connell | Special to the Times

From a news standpoint, it doesn't get much bigger in the quaint suburban Santa Cruz County town of
Scotts Valley than the day a Bengal tiger attacked a 6-year-old kindergarten boy at a school assembly.

The media descended, counselors were brought in to deal with students traumatized by the attack, and
the 6-year-old boy had to have his head stapled 55 times to close the wound.
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The staples have since been removed, and the boy returned to classes just two weeks after the Sept. 20
attack. But the attack lives on, not only on Web sites dedicated to animal attacks, but in a new self-
examination by wildlife exhibitors in Northern California.

Sima, the female Bengal tiger owned by the Paso Robles-based Zoo to You, is off the school exhibition
circuit. So are other large lions and tigers and bears owned by wildlife exhibitors in Northern California,
under a voluntary agreement adopted by the groups in an effort to forestall adoption of harsher rules by
federal and state regulators.

Although such exhibitors as Zoo to You are regulated and must have permits to show the animals in

Ads by Google

Advertisement

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Mauling Death Creates an Activist

March 18, 2002

School Lockers Are Making a Comeback

September 2, 2001

Advertisement
 

YOU ARE HERE: LAT Home → Collections → Animal Attacks

Membership Services Jobs Cars Real Estate Subscribe Rentals Weekly Circulars Custom Publishing Place Ad

LOCAL U.S. WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION DEALS

 Search

The State

Recommend 3

L.A. NOW POLITICS CRIME EDUCATION O.C. WESTSIDE NEIGHBORHOODS ENVIRONMENT OBITUARIES DATA & MAPS

http://articles.latimes.com/print/2003/jan/06/local/me-tiger6
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.latimes.com%2F2003%2Fjan%2F06%2Flocal%2Fme-tiger6&related=latimes&text=Exhibitors%20Rethink%20Wildlife%20Shows%20-%20Los%20Angeles%20Times&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.latimes.com%2F2003%2Fjan%2F06%2Flocal%2Fme-tiger6&via=latimes
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.latimes.com%2F2003%2Fjan%2F06%2Flocal%2Fme-tiger6
http://articles.latimes.com/2003/jan/06
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.latimes.com/2003/jan/06/local/me-tiger6%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0227802054925200%26ai0%3DClpUspygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgDmpqIlQOijK26QYPExfcBEAEgx4qeCCgCUK712If-_____wFgyYajh9SjgBDIAQGoAwGqBJMBT9Dis2B6uHlUhfJxyf5hkMzGo9D2Ww58pTc0tyDve1l9rEr0QphAb9SDEfCZxSkELjsXCjnionPloYeFmdEe4BBOLeijNUO05-eK0LHQuyS_QbuMzUx8JUMr4qC6_KiJjmr4rPBPBx3790f3A8yWh-au_iXZz90INoAKKTlpF32m-lNMcSE8YnoNxYNr-hs8yVwDgAeSnt4a%26ai1%3DCuTghpygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgD1Nrq8wLExuyNO4Sfr7OZARACIMeKnggoAlDW_9mk_v____8BYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoElAFP0KKMxGOiQGw3QWS87WeNxsmqxqsZA2m4MzyhfaJ3W6oXQc1BmAgl04Z-xYBs8jJxJxcOc_eiPfanmo-W2Ai9UkM49ac9Vemq64iSrNK7J6MEsIOMU3o8ACjuore_6oHGM-Wi8lhDqzn0hj0E5mywU5XcujK7xAwvhKDfeJwUfaAPVplyATyXefhGg-saHSZ0Xs16iAYBgAf320I&usg=AFQjCNHufdk6ORTgYkZ83eA7EAxrgdaZ8A
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=ClpUspygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgDmpqIlQOijK26QYPExfcBEAEgx4qeCCgCUK712If-_____wFgyYajh9SjgBDIAQGoAwGqBJMBT9Dis2B6uHlUhfJxyf5hkMzGo9D2Ww58pTc0tyDve1l9rEr0QphAb9SDEfCZxSkELjsXCjnionPloYeFmdEe4BBOLeijNUO05-eK0LHQuyS_QbuMzUx8JUMr4qC6_KiJjmr4rPBPBx3790f3A8yWh-au_iXZz90INoAKKTlpF32m-lNMcSE8YnoNxYNr-hs8yVwDgAeSnt4a&num=1&sig=AOD64_34wE71Bk4U6kw63ypDCDkX3NdT6w&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dh7wOKXv0mTs%26s_kwcid%3DTC%7C1027393%7C%7Clatimes.com%7CC%7C%7C17550485306
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=ClpUspygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgDmpqIlQOijK26QYPExfcBEAEgx4qeCCgCUK712If-_____wFgyYajh9SjgBDIAQGoAwGqBJMBT9Dis2B6uHlUhfJxyf5hkMzGo9D2Ww58pTc0tyDve1l9rEr0QphAb9SDEfCZxSkELjsXCjnionPloYeFmdEe4BBOLeijNUO05-eK0LHQuyS_QbuMzUx8JUMr4qC6_KiJjmr4rPBPBx3790f3A8yWh-au_iXZz90INoAKKTlpF32m-lNMcSE8YnoNxYNr-hs8yVwDgAeSnt4a&num=1&sig=AOD64_34wE71Bk4U6kw63ypDCDkX3NdT6w&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dh7wOKXv0mTs%26s_kwcid%3DTC%7C1027393%7C%7Clatimes.com%7CC%7C%7C17550485306
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuTghpygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgD1Nrq8wLExuyNO4Sfr7OZARACIMeKnggoAlDW_9mk_v____8BYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoElAFP0KKMxGOiQGw3QWS87WeNxsmqxqsZA2m4MzyhfaJ3W6oXQc1BmAgl04Z-xYBs8jJxJxcOc_eiPfanmo-W2Ai9UkM49ac9Vemq64iSrNK7J6MEsIOMU3o8ACjuore_6oHGM-Wi8lhDqzn0hj0E5mywU5XcujK7xAwvhKDfeJwUfaAPVplyATyXefhGg-saHSZ0Xs16iAYBgAf320I&num=2&cid=5Gg2V6sa9MxU5OB4h_q9AWYJ&sig=AOD64_2zzzkwjx_sohfPs_0k2F0gCxMyuQ&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=http://15.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D189%26camp%3D8136%26affcode%3Dcr1387009%26cid%3D15953623340%7C4508649%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.zappos.com%252Fbin%252Fzapposset%253Fsrc%253Dgoogle%2526ref%253Dgoogk2_c0000_g0000_a15953623340_ND_p189%2526tgt%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.zappos.com%25252FCart
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuTghpygRUapf6c_QAenGgPgD1Nrq8wLExuyNO4Sfr7OZARACIMeKnggoAlDW_9mk_v____8BYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHxo73_A8gBAagDAaoElAFP0KKMxGOiQGw3QWS87WeNxsmqxqsZA2m4MzyhfaJ3W6oXQc1BmAgl04Z-xYBs8jJxJxcOc_eiPfanmo-W2Ai9UkM49ac9Vemq64iSrNK7J6MEsIOMU3o8ACjuore_6oHGM-Wi8lhDqzn0hj0E5mywU5XcujK7xAwvhKDfeJwUfaAPVplyATyXefhGg-saHSZ0Xs16iAYBgAf320I&num=2&cid=5Gg2V6sa9MxU5OB4h_q9AWYJ&sig=AOD64_2zzzkwjx_sohfPs_0k2F0gCxMyuQ&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=http://15.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D189%26camp%3D8136%26affcode%3Dcr1387009%26cid%3D15953623340%7C4508649%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.zappos.com%252Fbin%252Fzapposset%253Fsrc%253Dgoogle%2526ref%253Dgoogk2_c0000_g0000_a15953623340_ND_p189%2526tgt%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.zappos.com%25252FCart
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.latimes.com/2003/jan/06/local/me-tiger6%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0227802054925200%26ai0%3DCvGAuqCgRUZr6INHU0AHj7YCgAuPQ-vEE04fW8WfAjbcBEAEgx4qeCFCY9_m_BmDJhqOH1KOAEKAB7biM2gPIAQKoAwGqBIwBT9AAYu1aBnsmq4jeB4apipjJc4p-u88xB2OPiPtE6NspMzvLSPcW-V1fkk4gnWokpV0PpMifI9ytGwzUFlbimKDU2Ko-SBR4l0T3rooXRg60TjBciIOQTnQHNZPw98wVuMv16qJDobApDmvL0QY6dwcD99fywLlCHQxsOR406v-14Oa3pM1V0gZHO02IBgGgBgKAB_vG8yU&usg=AFQjCNGAAmG3IlHoTnZdbOHdyrfAS60hyw
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvGAuqCgRUZr6INHU0AHj7YCgAuPQ-vEE04fW8WfAjbcBEAEgx4qeCFCY9_m_BmDJhqOH1KOAEKAB7biM2gPIAQKoAwGqBIwBT9AAYu1aBnsmq4jeB4apipjJc4p-u88xB2OPiPtE6NspMzvLSPcW-V1fkk4gnWokpV0PpMifI9ytGwzUFlbimKDU2Ko-SBR4l0T3rooXRg60TjBciIOQTnQHNZPw98wVuMv16qJDobApDmvL0QY6dwcD99fywLlCHQxsOR406v-14Oa3pM1V0gZHO02IBgGgBgKAB_vG8yU&num=1&cid=5Gjs4gnRqhhdxFWfLod8APgA&sig=AOD64_1WOYSWZsKRrX6f9jdKObnDSEqkzg&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=http://www.stunglasses.com
http://articles.latimes.com/2002/mar/18/local/me-sharon18
http://articles.latimes.com/2001/sep/02/news/mn-41298
http://d1.openx.org/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=111753__zoneid=24809__cb=4c5b7475e2__r_id=3acaad27d9821c7d348e8eb763bdf3ed__r_ts=mhr7op__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kqzyfj.com%2Fclick-3312439-10399399
http://www.latimes.com/
http://articles.latimes.com/
http://articles.latimes.com/keyword/animal-attacks
http://myaccount2.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/membership
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://circulars.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/custompublishing/
http://www.latimes.com/advertiser/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://offersanddeals.latimes.com/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/
http://crime.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/education/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/orange/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/westside/
http://projects.latimes.com/mapping-la/neighborhoods/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://datadesk.latimes.com/


2/5/13 10:44 AMExhibitors Rethink Wildlife Shows - Los Angeles Times

Page 2 of 3http://articles.latimes.com/2003/jan/06/local/me-tiger6

public, there are no rules against taking a large tiger into a school. Instead, the rules emphasize keeping
control of such animals.

The two Zoo to You employees who were handling Sima during the incident are being prosecuted by the
Santa Cruz County district attorney's office on two misdemeanor charges of improper control of the tiger.

They will reappear in court for a pretrial meeting Jan. 31, according to county Deputy Dist. Atty. Anna
Rubalcava. The United States Department of Agriculture has fined Zoo to You $1,200 on similar charges,
a spokesman said.

The family of the little boy named Dean, who returned briefly to school the day after the attack to
reassure students, no longer grants interviews.

"I think they want him to just go to school in peace," said Steve Patterson, principal of Baymonte
Christian School. "They don't want it to define him."

Zoo to You initially argued that the tiger had not attacked the boy but was only playing, and said the
injury had been caused by medallions on the tiger's leash. Zoo to You owner David Jackson has not
returned recent calls, but said after the attack that, however the incident happened, "We take full
responsibility."

Zoo to You has been appearing in classrooms and assemblies for years. One of its two tigers has often
been the high point at the end of the program. Young children are advised to stay very still when the
tigers are brought into the room and the animals are allowed to pace within a few feet of spectators.

Some critics shake their heads in amazement that anybody allowed the exhibition of such an animal in a
school to begin with, although they say wildlife exhibitions are proliferating nationally.
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The Humane Society of the United States is particularly against such exhibits.

"It's terrible judgment for a school administrator to allow a tiger into a setting where children are present.
I don't care what assurances the handler offers," said Wayne Pacelle, senior vice president of the national
organization. "This is a wild animal genetically programmed to eat animals roughly the same size as
people, especially little people."

Pacelle said animal refuge groups often take in malnourished exotic animals such as Sima that once were
pets. But then the refuges need to exhibit the animals to pay the high costs of maintaining such animals.

"If you exhibit these animals, pretending that you can control them, then that in turn makes people think
they would make a good pet," Pacelle said. "It's a cycle."

Pacelle's organization and other zoology groups estimate that as many as 5,000 Bengal tigers are in
captivity in the U.S. as pets, in zoos and in wildlife refuges. Only an estimated 4,000 remain in the wild in
India.

Full-grown Bengal tigers purportedly can be bought as pets through the Internet for $1,800, although cubs
are considerably more expensive. Tigers are on all international lists of endangered species, although the
Bengal is not as severely threatened as other subspecies.

California is one of 19 states with regulations against owning such tigers as pets, but Pacelle said his
organization is trying to push federal legislation shutting down interstate commerce in such animals for
the pet market.
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Lt. Dennis Baldwin of the California Department of Fish and Game said that exotic animals in captivity
take up a larger and larger amount of the department's time, but that he has never before faced an
investigation like that of the Scotts Valley attack.

"The regulations put the responsibility on the exhibitor to control the animal at all times," he said. He said
his department doesn't really get into the "common sense question of a tiger at a school," leaving that up to
the exhibitors and the school.

Sima was 18 months old at the time of the attack and weighed 205 pounds, Baldwin said.

Patterson, the school principal, was sitting directly behind the kindergartner at an assembly to celebrate
magazine sales for a school fund-raiser. When the boy was attacked, Patterson helped handlers pull the
tiger off the boy by its leash.

The principal acknowledged that he knows nothing about tigers, but said that he knew Zoo to You had
conducted hundreds of assemblies without incident.

"I mean, you have to trust them. They're the experts," Patterson said. But he said he remembered feeling
surprised at the sheer size of the tiger.

"I still think about it, though. I remember how afraid I was for my kids," Patterson continued. "It looked to
me like she was eating him. You don't really think any clear thoughts, you just know you have to do
something."
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